The final years of military government in Brazil were marked by a growing expectation that the transition to the democratic regime would be able -or sufficient -to eliminate the main problems afflicting Brazilian society, including poverty, corruption, violence, the quality and reach of public services, inflation, inequalities, and so on (Fausto, 1994) . However, the recent literature on Brazil -whether in Sociology, Political Science or Economics, or even the reports circulating in the mass media over recent years -contains strong evidence that, despite the advances achieved in some areas over the last thirty years, many challenges need to be met still for these expectations to become concrete.
The final years of military government in Brazil were marked by a growing expectation that the transition to the democratic regime would be able -or sufficient -to eliminate the main problems afflicting Brazilian society, including poverty, corruption, violence, the quality and reach of public services, inflation, inequalities, and so on (Fausto, 1994) . However, the recent literature on Brazil -whether in Sociology, Political Science or Economics, or even the reports circulating in the mass media over recent years -contains strong evidence that, despite the advances achieved in some areas over the last thirty years, many challenges need to be met still for these expectations to become concrete.
In this article, I focus specifically on the question of income inequalities, evaluating whether the labour-based income gap between classes in Brazil has shrunk over the last few decades and, if so, how these might be explained.
One of the most widely recognized aspects of Brazilian society is its high level of income inequalities, meaning that for many years the country has been ranked among those nations with the highest income disparities in the world (Barros et al., 2001) . This phenomenon has already been -and continues to be -widely studied by the specialized literature, which has observed a strong tendency for these inequalities to be reproduced, a trend maintained for decades at a very high level. On the other hand, though still running at a high level, some measures of inequality have begun to fall over recent years. This is the case of the GINI coefficient, for instance, which has fallen continusociol. antropol. | rio de janeiro, v.06.01: 181 -208, abril, 2016 inequalities and the brazilian new democracy sociol. antropol. | rio de janeiro, v.06.01: 181 -208, abril, 2016 ously over the last decade, reaching the lowest values since it first started to be measured in the country (Barros et al., 2010) .
These more conventional measures of inequalities, like the GINI index, present a number of limitations, however, which will be discussed more closely over the course of the article. For now I simply observe that they lack the capacity to measure what have become known as 'enduring inequalities' (Tilly, 1999) : in other words, the kinds of structured and institutionalized inequalities that tend to be reproduced over the long term and are manifested between socially significant groups and categories. In this article, therefore, I shall analyse the income inequalities between classes -rather than individuals.
My interest resides in analysing the pattern of inequalities in labour income between classes in the period from 1995 to 2013. Consequently, the starting point for this study will be the moment following stabilization of the currency (the Plano Real) and also political stabilization, namely the first year of the Fernando Henrique Cardoso government (PSDB), the first directly elected president after the military regime to conclude his mandate. The period analysed will cover the two mandates of the president elected from the PSDB (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) and also the more recent period of the governments of the PT, with the two mandates of Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (2003 Silva ( -2010 and the first period of Dilma Rousseff (2011 Rousseff ( -2014 as head of the federal government. I therefore focus on the trends in the pattern of inequalities in some of the most important political periods since the return to democracy, when two of the most significant political parties active in Brazil, which have recently been the main rivals in the country's major political-electoral disputes,were in command of the federal government.
During this period we can identify distinct contexts and economic policies that without doubt had an impact on inequalities. Two moments can be highlighted: the first spans from the election of Fernando Henrique Cardoso (FHC) to the second half of the Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (Lula) government and is marked by the concern with economic stability -sustained through measures like maintaining a primary surplus and high interest rates -by freezing or slight increases in the real value of the minimum wage and by a weaker economic performance; the second moment runs from the second half of Lula's first presidential mandate, with the reduction in interest rates, a reduction of the primary surplus, a real increase in the minimum wage and the expansion of credit. During this second phase, these measures were accompanied by higher rates of economic growth, a reduction in unemployment and poverty, and most importantly a substantial decrease in income inequality be- The article is structured as follows: in the following section I provide a brief review of the literature on income inequality in Brazil, also citing the debate concerning the relation between inequalities and democracy. In the second section, I turn to examine the main critiques of the way in which income inequalities have normally been measured, and I present the class schema to be utilized, discussing its validity and main characteristics. The third section will explore the empirical data used to analyse class inequalities in Brazil over recent decades, specifically between 1995 and 2013. Finally, in the conclusion, I look to relate the results obtained to the cited bibliography, and also search for possible explanations for the movements observed in the pattern of income inequalities and, moreover, identify potential responses to this question.
INEQUALITIES AND DEMOCRACY
Income inequality in Brazil has a lengthy history. Ever since reliable measures of inequalities began to be produced in the country, in the mid-twentieth century, the high level of income disparities became evident. As well as the accentuated level, however, our attention is also drawn to the persistence of these inequalities. When measured by the GINI coefficient (or by income ratios) using data from the Census or the PNADs, it can be seen that from the 1960s, at least, inequalities have remained at high levels in the country with even higher trends observable during various different periods. From the 1960s to 1980s, for example, during periods of growth or economic crisis, therefore, we can observe an increase in inequality (Barros & Mendonça, 1995) .
The expectation that the end of the military dictatorship and the transition to democracy would be sufficient to deal with some of the country's severest social problems, like poverty and inequalities, is supported by some of the literature on the topic (Ansell & Samuels, 2014) . The argument presented by some authors is that by opening up the possibility for most of the population to take part -in some form, even if indirectly -in making decisions, democratic governments tend to raise social expenditure and distribute resources in more egalitarian fashion than autocratic governments.
This argument has very often been sustained by the familiar idea of the average voter. By extending political rights to the majority of the population, unequal societies like Brazil's will tend to have an average voter closer to the poorer sectors, which tend to support governments committed to higher social expenditure and redistribution policies. As a result, in order to appeal to these electors to maximize their votes, political parties in democratic environments 184 inequalities and the brazilian new democracy sociol. antropol. | rio de janeiro, v.06.01: 181 -208, abril, 2016 will supposedly tend to back and implement redistributive measures more frequently.
As observed by Sen (2001) , diverse kinds of inequalities are present in any society. In this sense, we can take democracy as an indicator of political equality and thus ask: is there a relation between political inequality and socioeconomic inequality? This question has been posed ever since Aristotle, in fact, and many authors have argued -as mentioned earlier -that in a democratic system the less privileged portion of the population will press for the transfer of resources controlled by the more privileged sectors (Bermeo, 2009 ).
In other words, greater political equality will supposedly be accompanied by greater economic equality.
Many factors influence the distribution of incomes within the labour market, such as workforce shortages, the concentration of human capital, the level of technological development and so on. However, the market is embedded in a political context that can without doubt affect this distribution in diverse ways, making it more homogenous our heterogeneous, in accordance with the institutions and policies put into practice. The expectation is, therefore, that where political power is more widely distributed, as in democratic systems, the institutions and policies aim to distribute resources. In societies where political power is more heavily concentrated, though, we would expect the institutions and policies to work towards concentrating economic resources. This expectation is even stronger in societies with a high concentration of economic resources, since democratization -understood here as the extension of the right to vote to most of the population -is assumed to bring the average voter towards the poorest sectors, leading therefore to the assertion of redistributive policies (Meltzer & Richard, 1981) .
Empirical studies developed in recent years, however, have shown that the relation between democracy and inequalities seems much less simple, meaning that there is no consistent evidence that the above logic has actually prevailed. On the contrary, some works even show that democratic systems tend to concentrate resources rather than distribute them, and that no relation apparently exists between democracy and an increase in social expenditure.
Some of the explanations for these findings turn on the possibility of powerful economic elites managing to control the political sphere (Mills, 1999) , influencing governments, parties and even voters. Other authors, though, question the assumed progressive tendency of poorer voters, arguing that in general these classes tend to be conservative. What the specialized literature, shows, therefore, is that we can never be sure concerning the effect of democracy on the distribution of economic resources (Acemoglu et al., 2013 ).
While we lack conclusive data concerning the effect of greater political equality on economic inequality, there are consistent findings on the potential political consequences of the distribution of economic resources. More specifi- Indeed, studies on the theme indicate the following scenario: on one hand, democracy does not seem to have any clear effect on economic inequalities, in the sense of automatically favouring a better distribution of resources; on the other hand, a poor distribution of these resources can lead to a deterioration in the quality of the country's democracy and even jeopardize its continuity.
Taking the democratic context in Brazil over the last few decades as a background for the analysis, therefore, has the country seen a reduction in income inequalities? This question is important and necessary. Necessary because, as we have seen, democratic regimes do not automatically tend to distribute resources: rather, the relation is contingent. And important because more egalitarian societies tend to enjoy a better quality democracy.
Works like those of Barros et al. (2001) show that from at least the start of the 1990s to the beginning of this century, what we see in Brazil is some degree of stability in the income inequalities between individuals without any clear downward trend -despite the pronounced annual variations between the end of the 1980s and the start of the 1990s, the outcome of the economic instability during the period. It is only from the previous decade that a clear and continuous downward trend in income inequalities has become evident, so that the GINI coefficient at the end of the last decade has attained the lowest points of its historical series for the country. de janeiro, v.06.01: 181 -208, abril, 2016 number of arguments, based on the specialized literature, with the aim of measuring the inequality between classes rather than individuals.
CLASSES AND INEQUALITIES
In terms of income inequalities between individuals (or households), like those measured by the GINI coefficient or other correlate measures (income ratios, proportion of accumulated income, Theil index and so on), there is sufficiently strong evidence, analysed in important works (Barros et al., 2010) , that Brazil has recently seen a marked improvement in income distribution between individuals. However, income inequality can be measured not only by taking individuals as a unit of analysis, but also social categories or groups, such as inequality between countries, regions, states, genders, colour or race, economic sectors, classes and so forth (Medeiros, 2012) .
Every measure of inequality has its own properties and measures this phenomenon in a specific way among the diverse possibilities. The GINI coefficient, for example, is more commonly used to measure inequality between individuals rather than categories. Like any other indicator, therefore, it involves a particular measure of inequalities, the outcome of a pre-established and non-universal theoretical approach. In this section I argue that if we wish to analyse the structural character of inequalities, undoubtedly very interesting from a sociological viewpoint, other ways of exploring the same phenomenon can be utilized. Two important contemporary sociologists, Goldthorpe (2009) and Wright (2005) , assert that class-based analyses are fundamental to investigating the causal mechanisms that help to explain the localization of individuals in the distribution of resources. It is assumed, therefore, that the inequalities do not present a gradational distribution -in the form of a ladder (e.g. poor, middle class, upper class, etc.) -but a relational distribution, formed by a structure of interdependent classes (for example: unskilled manual workers, large employers, administrators and professional workers, etc.). From this perspective, inequalities are the outcome of structured and very often institutionalized relations, assumed by these classes, whether in the production process (Marx & Engels, 2002) , in the market (Weber, 1978) , or in social space (Bourdieu, 2008) .
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The preference among sociologists for analysing inequalities through the idea of classes therefore stems from the importance that they attribute to the relations -structural and/or institutional -established by individuals (Hout, 2008) . In this sense, classes are relevant since they allow individuals to be distinguished according to their life chances and thus enable analyses of enduring inequalities and their mechanisms of reproduction (Tilly, 1999) . As a result, the use of classes in studies of income inequality allows us to recognize the presence of structural fractures in the income distribution of the studied population, thereby correcting certain deficiencies found in the econometric models (Figueiredo Santos, 2005) .
In Brazil, a huge debate exists on income inequality, seen from quite diverse perspectives (Langoni, 1973; Fishlow, 1972 Fishlow, , 1973 Ferreira, 2000; Barros et al., 2001; Valle Silva, 2003) . Analysing the transformations occurring over recent years, however, we can observe the predominance of works, normally developed in the field of economics, that focus on income distribution between individuals, paying little attention to the sociostructural character of this distribution.
From a sociological viewpoint, though, I argue that it would be more interesting to analyse the inequalities between social groups defined through nominal categories like gender, race and, in this case, class situations. This is because inequalities between individuals can originate from an enormous range of factors, many of them irrelevant -such as luck, for example (Jencks, 1973 ) -meaning that they tell us little about the possible changes in the structural pattern of inequalities (Valle Silva, 2003) . In other words, the kind of analysis that has been carried out does not make it possible to know whether or not the recent transformations in income distribution in Brazil are, at least in part, a reflection of structural changes, more interesting and important from the sociological viewpoint.
Exploring this more structural dimension, the recent drop in income inequality between individuals may be the result of three distinct movements.
The first possibility is an effect of composition with a change in the participation of the different classes in the socio-occupational structure. Since the classes differ in terms of their average incomes, a change in the participation of the classes may alter the distribution of incomes between individuals. The second possibility is the reduction in income inequalities within classes -that is, a reduction in the income gaps between individuals making up the different classes. Finally, the third possibility, the one that most interests us here, is the reduction of the distances between classes, such that the average incomes of the less privileged classes move closer to the wealthier.
In the present article I have no intention of measuring the extent to which each of these movements may have been responsible for reducing inequalities between individuals, nor of decomposing the income variations in inequalities and the brazilian new democracy sociol. antropol. | rio de janeiro, v.06.01: 181 -208, abril, 2016 order to ascertain the relevance of the between-group variation vis-à-vis intragroup variation -which was already conducted by other important studies Ribeiro et al., 2014 ) -but only of verifying whether there has been a reduction in income inequalities between classes.
Setting out from the premise -backed by theory and also by important empirical studies carried out in the last few years -that analysing the movement of income inequality between classes is relevant, we can therefore ask: Here I interpret the NVS schema through an approach that has been defined as CARs, an abbreviation for Capitals, Assets and Resources (Savage & Devine, 2005) . This contrasts with the now classic employment aggregate approach (Crompton, 1998) , placing less emphasis on the division of labour and concentrating on the mechanisms and effects through which classes are produced through the actions of individuals sustained by different capitals, resources or assets.
In other words, classes will be understood as aggregates of individuals who possess quantitative and qualitatively similar resources, which form the basis for their power to pursue their interests in the market. Classes, in this conception, concern the life chances conditioned by capacities and resources unequally distributed among the population.
Following part of the sociological tradition on this theme (Wright, 1985; Butler & Savage, 1995) , I shall interpret these resources via the idea of assets. Giddens et al. (1973) claim that in advanced societies three main types of resources (assets) exist that individuals can bring to the labour market: property, skills/qualifications and their labour power. In the table below I look to classify the nine categories in accordance with the degree to which this market situation depends on each of these assets:
The table above is no more than a conceptual tool and has been included with the aim of helping us to reflect on the socio-occupational categories that we are using. There are some categories whose market power depends heavily on property. This is the case principally of the Owners/Employers and Rural Employers. Self-Employed Workers, despite being owners (without employees), are largely supported by their own labour power, as attested by some of the occupations that we most typically encounter in this category, including vendors selling from stores, kiosks and stalls, waiters, bar staff, butlers and so on.
The main resource of other categories is found in their qualifications and skills, the Professionals being the most typical case. In addition to these groups, we also have the Administrators and Managers. The latter category is the most difficult to analyse since it involves a group formed mostly by employees with average/high levels of education, whose main asset is undoubtedly their qualifications. But by performing functions related to authority and the control and management of property -despite not typically being owners -they can also be considered dependent on property as an asset. Since they are also generally employees, Professionals, Administrators and Managers also depend to some extent on their labour power. 
CLASSES AND INCOMES BETWEEN 1995 AND 2013
For these empirical analyses, I shall use the data from the National Household
Sample Survey (PNAD-IBGE). It is true that the income from the richest is underrepresented in the PNADs, especially those with the 5% and/or 1% highest incomes in the country, which skews downward the level of inequalities measured, interfering significantly in the analyses of inequalities.
At the same time, it is also true that, despite this known flaw in measuring the income of the richest sector, the PNAD remains an extremely useful and interesting tool for examining income inequalities in the country. Even using 'just' PNAD data, the enormous income inequality in Brazil is clear and evident, such that the figures generated through the survey place the country (for decades) among the most unequal in the world. The fact that PNAD does not adequately measure the income of the most wealthy (despite capturing a sizeable fraction), as we shall see, does not rule it out from observing some extremely important movements, including the distribution of incomes, that have occurred in the heart of the Brazilian population.
The time period studied here spans between 1995 and 2013.
As stated earlier, this period covered allows us to include the two mandates the IBGE has adopted the Brazilian Classification of Occupations (CBO) in the PNADs. As a consequence, some adaptations had to be made in order for it to be possible to maintain compatibility between the years under study.
It is important to make clear that in this article the focus is merely on the income from labour, based on the fact that previous studies have shown that much of the distribution taking place over recent years occurred in the sphere of the labour market.
The main question examined here will be the relation over the last few decades between the nine socio-occupational categories, used as proxies for class situations, and the monthly gross incomes from the main work.
It is important to recall that this data concerns solely monetary income, leaving out non-monetary or unattributable income. In addition, I decided to exclude the cases where information was missing or with null income (equal to zero), since this information in general is fairly unreliable and ends up introducing undesired distortions to the analysis (Valle Silva, 2003) . It should also be noted that for employers and the self-employed, the information refers to the monthly withdrawal normally made or, when the income was variable, to the average monthly withdrawal. In the case of those employed in the primary sector, the income in money and the real or estimated value of the produce occasionally received as payment for their work were also studied. These results make evident the main structural gap in terms of income, which clearly separates the classes whose main assets are property and schooling from those whose main resource is their labour power. The former clearly show averages systematically higher than the others, which can be readily observed in the above graph. Furthermore, it can also be perceived that the same logic applies internally to this group to their disadvantage. The class- -that is, the absolute differences between the averages -seem to have increased over recent years.
Inequalities, however, differently to disparities, are normally measured in relative rather than absolute terms. As we shall see below, when we examine these variations in proportional terms, it seems that it was the lower categories that gained most in recent years. Hence, it was the classes whose main asset is their labour power which showed the highest proportional income gains in recent years. At the other end, those categories whose most important resource is either property or schooling, showed the lowest proportional gains. I return to this point later, in the conclusion. As a result of these differentials in the percentage variations in income, given that those categories with the lowest absolute averages showed the highest proportional gains, inequality in income between the categories has shown a downward trend over recent years, as can be verified in While we can note the existence of inequalities within these two groups of classes (upper and lower), the enormous gap between them is notable, separating the class of workers (in the lower section) from the others (in the upper section, with the higher averages). It is also worth noting that these gaps presented stability, since the general structure has been maintained over the last decades. On the other hand, I cannot fail to mention -and this perhaps is the point to be emphasized in Graph 3 -some important changes during the period analysed. Obviously, as a category with one of the lowest incomes was taken as a baseline, this also presented one of the highest gains over the period, as expected.
However, it is important to stress that even if we use other lower strata has a baseline, whether the Skilled Manual Workers or Rural Workers, the results would be similar, since it was among these categories that the highest proportional income gains were verified.
We can see, therefore, that the income ratio in 2013 fell to 5.1 in the case of Owners/Employers, 4.6 in the case of Professionals and 3.6 in the case of Administrators and Managers. Basically, what we observe from the first years of this century is a decline in the important gap separating the categories of workers from the others. There was, therefore, a reduction of this striking gap over recent years, despite the gap remaining still at a fairly high level.
It is interesting to observe that there has also been a reduction in the gaps between the lower classes, whose respective lines are visibly closer in the recent period. In the case of Rural Employees, for example, in 2013 their income already corresponded to 0.93 times the average income of the Unskilled Manual Workers. For Skilled Manual Workers, this measure remained at 1.33, and in the case of the Self-Employed and Routine Non-Manual Workers hovered around 1.5. 2 Once again, however, I emphasize that the most important point is that in recent years there was a reduction in the income inequalities between the classes whose main asset is their labour power and those whose most important resource is either schooling or property. Despite remaining a controversial question, in recent years some works have sustained the hypothesis that rises to the minimum wage tend to affect workers with lower income more strongly (Menezes-Filho et al., 2009; Soares, 2002) . The recent increase in levels of schooling, in turn, seems to have reduced educational inequalities and thus also income inequalities (quantity effect), but 198 inequalities and the brazilian new democracy sociol. antropol. | rio de janeiro, v.06.01: 181 -208, abril, 2016 also reduced the premium -in income etc. -of those categories with higher educational qualifications (price effect) (Barros et al., 2007) . Finally, it may well be that the greater demand for labour power, translated in lower unemployment rates, has helped drive up workers' salaries (Pochmann , 2014; Ramos, 1991) . 6 Factors endogenous to the market and institutional elements can both, therefore, help us explain why Brazil has recently witnessed a reduction in inequalities between classes. The recent literature on inequalities has tended to agree on the hypothesis that, beyond economic development or types of political system per se, it is through political will, or more precisely through the play of forces present in a society, that we find the main causes for the great variations in resource distribution (Wilkinson & Pickett, 2011; Atkinson, 2015) . It is to be hoped, therefore, that efforts will continue to be made over the following decades to reduce the still high level of inequalities present in Brazil. Only then will we be able to enjoy a healthy democracy in the full sense of the term. 8 A more detailed analysis could obviously distinguish more than two periods.
9 During the first period, the overall trend was for the inequalities measured by GINI to be maintained.
10 Pesquisa Nacional por Amostra de Domicílios. 18 Though it may be applied in other ways.
19 One of the great pluses of the GINI coefficient, like the Theil coefficient, is its capacity to summarize information on a distribution in a single value. At the same time, though, this could be considered one of its deficiencies, since we lose a lot of information, which is excessively summarized, when we analyse inequalities through these coefficients only.
20 However we could extend these arguments to gender, colour or race, etc.
21 Some recent exceptions are the works of Figueiredo Santos (2015 Santos ( , 2002 , Valle Silva (2003) and Silva (1992) adopted as a criterion the uniformity of market and labour positions, taking into consideration too the distinction between rural and urban contexts, the manual and non-manual sectors, and the separation between service sectors (tertiary) and industrial sectors (secondary); the latter was divided into modern industries and traditional industries. Later, Scalon (1999) , studying patterns of mobility in Brazil, aggregated the eighteen original categories into just nine -as described in Table 2 in the appendix.
25 The idea of assets has been used both by authors closer to the neo-Marxist camp -as in the case of Erik Olin
Wright -and by authors more aligned with a neo-Weberian perspective (Giddens et al., 1973) . The main difference between these two camps resides in the fact that the former examines the assets employed in the production process, while the latter focuses on the resources used in the market (Wright, 1996) . The approach adopted in this work is closer to the latter conception. 
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